The molecule of the title compound, C 9 H 9 Cl 2 N 3 S, has an E configuration about the C N bond. In the crystal, molecules are linked through intermolecular N-HÁ Á ÁS hydrogen bonds, forming zigzag chains along the a axis.
Related literature
For background to Schiff bases derived from thiosemicarbazone and its derivatives, see : Casas et al. (2001) ; Beraldo et al. (2001) ; Jouad et al. (2002) ; Swearingen et al. (2002) . For a similar structure reported recently by the author, see: Li (2010) . For bond-length data, see: Allen et al. (1987) . For similar structures, see: Selvanayagam et al. (2002) ; Karakurt et al. (2003) ; Bernhardt et al. (2003) ; Sampath et al. (2003) .
Experimental
Crystal data Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). Data collection: APEX2 (Bruker, 2004 ); cell refinement: SAINT (Bruker, 2004) ; data reduction: SAINT; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008 ); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; molecular graphics: SHELXTL (Sheldrick, 2008) ; software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXTL.
Supplementary data and figures for this paper are available from the IUCr electronic archives (Reference: HG2763).
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Comment
Thiosemicarbazone and its derivatives are important materials for the preparation of Schiff bases (Casas et al., 2001; Beraldo et al., 2001; Jouad et al., 2002; Swearingen et al., 2002) . As a continuation of the work on the structures of such compounds (Li, 2010) , in this paper, the title new Schiff base compound derived from the condensation of 2,4-dichlorobenzaldehyde with 4-methylthiosemicarbazone is reported.
The molecule of the title compound, Fig. 1 , possesses an E configuration about the C7═N1 bond. The bond lengths have normal values (Allen et al., 1987) , and are comparable to those observed in similar compounds (Selvanayagam et al., 2002; Karakurt et al., 2003; Bernhardt et al., 2003; Sampath et al., 2003) .
In the crystal, molecules are linked through intermolecular N-H···S hydrogen bonds (Table 1) , to form zigzag chains along the a axis (Fig. 2 ).
Experimental
The title compound was prepared by the Schiff base condensation of equimolar quantities of 2,4-dichlorobenzaldehyde (0.174 g, 1 mmol) with 4-methylthiosemicarbazone (0.105 g, 1 mmol) in methanol. The excess methanol was removed by distillation. Colourless block shaped single crystals were obatined by slow evaporation of an ethanol solution of the product in air.
Refinement
The amino H atoms were located in a difference map and refined with N-H distance restrained to 0.90 (1) Å. The remaining H atoms were positioned geometrically (C-H = 0.93-0.96 Å) and refined using a riding model, with U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C) and 1.5U eq (C9). Figures   Fig. 1 . The molecular structure of the title compound, showing 30% probability displacement ellipsoids and the atom-numbering scheme.
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